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a year away and qualifying for the finals in 
France is very important for everyone in 
Australia. 
Since my appointment as the Socceroos’ coach 
it has been a very hectic time. We have been 
experimenting with the make-up of the team 
since January, 1997. Obviously, the side that 
faced New Zealand last week gave me great 
The ist Leg in Auckland, played at North Harbour 
Stadium, was a real test of the players’ resolve. We 


, | Tonight’s match will determine who will meet 
the fourth-best qualifier from Asia: Australia or 
New Zealand. The 1998 World Cup is less than 
Lil - e 


to Soccer Australia 
Publicist, 
Stephen Copping 


performance. We kept it simple, released the ball first 
time and put pressure on every single All Whites player 
when they had possession. 


TERRY VENABLES: 
COACHING RECORD SO FAR 


Socceroos 1 New Zealand 0 
Socceroos 2 South Korea 1 
Socceroos 1 Norway 0 
Socceroos. 

The Nintendo Superstars 
Series and then the Oceania 
World Cup qualifiers have 
given me the opportunity to 
establish a closer 
relationship with the home- 
based and overseas 
players. 

We undoubtedly have 
players of the highest talent. | have been impressed with the professionalism, work-like 
attitude and commitment to the World Cup mission. There is still plently of scope to add 
to the squad in the coming months. Paul Okon’s injury has been a big blow but he should 
be fully match fit soon. 

However, it is premature to suggest that the team will not change, my experience when 
coaching England to the Euro 96 Semi-Finals is proof that you must have a versatile, 
and large enough squad to take into account injuries, suspensions and players’ 
occasional dip in form. 

The Young Socceroos’ performance in the World Youth Championships is another major 
plus. Many of these young guns are not far away from Socceroo selection. 

All coaching jobs are riddled with difficulty but | am certainly enjoying my time as the 
Australian coach. The support | have had from assistant coach Raul Blanco and Les 
Scheinflug has been tremendous. 

Tonight is all about the players. They now have to go out and do the job I know they can 
do. 

The players are still learning about my style of play. There are so many different types 
of players who have all managed to channel their skills to a high level - be it overseas 
or in the National League. 

In this match, | look forward to Australia defending our unbeaten run and qualifying for 
the Asian clash. 


FYR of Macedonia O Socceroos 1. . Yes 
Hungary 1 Socceroos 3 

Socceroos 13 Solomon Islands 0 . . Yes 
Socceroos 5 Tahiti 0 

Solomon Islands 2 Socceroos 6... Yes 
Tahiti O Socceroos 2 


Enjoy the game. 
TERRY VENABLES 


3...1.... The Coach's View 


Sa eeeeee ses Mt Chairman 


6&7....... Skipper Tobin 


8&9....... Robbie Slater 


won 3-0 but what pleased me was our first-half ff) 11 &14..... The NZ Squad 


12&13... The Aussie Squad 


* 17........For the Record 


18 & 19..... Head to Head 


21-22........A Look Back 
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Chairman 


What a match this should be! The 2nd Leg 
between the Socceroos and New Zealand 
promises to reach a huge sporting audience in 
Australia. We will have to wait for the final 
whistle at the Sydney Football Stadium to see if 
Australia can overcome the All Whites in our 
quest to qualify for the next stage of the World 
Cup qualifiers. 


New Zealand were wonderful hosts during the 
Socceroos’ visit for the ist Leg of the Oceania 
World Cup qualifiers. Soccer Australia welcomes 
the entire New Zealand contingent. 


We hope all of you enjoy tonight’s match. There 
should be a carnival-like atmosphere at the 
Sydney Football Stadium, even though the result 
of this match has such important consequences. 


It has been a very busy time for all connected to 
Australian soccer. The Ericsson Cup Grand Final, 
in front of 40,000-plus supporters at Suncorp 
Stadium, Brisbane, was followed by Australia’s 
comfortable victories over Tahiti and the 
Solomon Islands during _ Oceania World Cup 
qualifiers. 


There is no doubt that National Coach Terry 
Venables has one of the strongest Australian 
soccer squads in the history of the game. The 
3-0 victory against the All Whites proved that. 
The likes of Mark Bosnich, Aurelio Vidmar and 
Robbie Slater are now permanently etched in the 
minds of Australian sports fans. 


Our international performances keep improving. 
Robbie Slater recently said that the Socceroos’ 
victory against Hungary was one of our best 
matches. If we can defeat arch-rivals New 
Zealand, and then qualify for the 1998 World 
Cup by beating the fourth-best Asian qualifier, 
then I believe we _ will 
achieve world-wide 
recognition in France. 


It is also time to be positive 
about everything Soccer 
Australia is trying to do. It 
is now the time to focus on 
the players on the park. 


We are also _ looking 
forward to the 1997/98 
Ericsson Cup and the 2000 
Olympic games in Sydney. 
Qualifying for the World 
Cup in 1998 would be a 
terrific bonus for the game 
in Australia. 


David Hill is the Soccer 
Australia Chairman. 


message 


Yes, the Socceroos will overcome New Zealand, 
provided they don’t underestimate for a moment their 
oldest and deadliest regular enemies. 

Yes, they can go on to eliminate whichever team the 
vagaries of the Asian qualifiers throw in their path. 

Yes, they can end a drought of almost a quarter of a 
century by reaching the World Cup finals. 

And yes, if they make it to France they are capable of 
causing more than a few surprises among the elite of the 
world game. 

So says Socceroo skipper Alex Tobin. 

Yes is a word prominent in his vocabulary these days. 
Tobin is no stranger to wearing the captain’s armband but 
leading his country for the first time in a World Cup 


“YES, WE 
=~ WILL DOIT” 


says Socceroo skipper 


by Doug Conway of the Australian Associated Press 


campaign, is well aware that the Australians have never 
had a better chance of playing in the finals. 
“If we don’t make it this time we'll only have ourselves to 
blame,” he said. Underneath Tobin's genial exterior 
beats a heart of pure resolve, and he is determined to 
take his team to Paris. 
The Socceroos, blessed with their easiest passage 
ever, have their strongest team ever in the hands of 
their best-credentialed coach. But the seasoned 31- 
year-old defender has been around far too long to 
take anything for granted, least of all the traditional 
rivals from across the Tasman who always save their 
best for Australia. 
Now that the All Whites are on the scene, the days 
of whitewashing the Solomons and Tahitians are a 
thing of the past. 
The history books and form guides say that 
favouritism belongs to Australia, whose World Cup 
record against New Zealand, prior to this year, 
showed five wins, five draws and two losses 
spread over the previous six qualifying campaigns. 
But when you boil it down both nations have 
reached the finals once each. 
“The World Cup is the one that counts,” Tobin said. 
“If the New Zealanders are going to lift themselves for 
any one game, it will be the game against Australia. 
“They'll run, chase and harass you all day. 
“Mind you, winning 3-0 in Auckland, on a poor surface, 
should mean we will win well at the Sydney Football 
Stadium.” 
Tobin is a big fan of Socceroo coach Terry Venables, who 
has brought to his new post a wealth of experience as an 
England international as well as managerial credits which 
include Crystal Palace, QPR, Barcelona, Tottenham 
Hotspur and the England team which succumbed to 
Germany in a semi-final penalty shoot-out at Euro ‘96. 
“He's a player's coach,” said Tobin. 
“He responds well to players, he was a player himself, he 


knows what they are going through. 
“Above all that’s what the players respect. 

“He's a funny guy. The press know that he can throw a joke from 
anywhere, and he’s like that with the squad as well. 

“He likes to give encouragement where needed. Even players of 
international standard like to be told what they are doing is right or wrong. 
“He communicates very well, and coaches often on a one-to-one level. 
“The players appreciate that. He’s taken time to get to know them and sort 
out little problems with individuals. The players have warmed to him very 
quickly. 

“His coaching pedigree is one you could not question. 

“He's got a lot of experience with big clubs, even the England national 
team. 

“When the pressure is on against New Zealand, in Asia or wherever, he’s 
the one to have on the spot.” 

Tobin, approaching 70 caps for his country, is in a very positive frame of 
mind. He even saw a lot of benefits emerge as the Socceroos thrashed the 
Solomon Islands and Tahiti last month in four matches which produced 26 
goals for and two against. 

The biggest plus was the gathering of the clan itself for a month-long 
camp. When the cream of Australian soccer talent is spread in 10 
countries across the continents, that is a rarity. 

“Even when you're scoring 13 goals you are still getting important 
match time together,” Tobin said. 

“You're getting used to the way everyone plays. It’s all about trying 
to gel as a team. Getting the whole squad together for such a long _ 
time has been a big bonus. 

“Even the guys in Europe don’t see a lot of each other. They’re 
in their own countries and doing their own things. 
“Some hadn't seen each other for a year or two. 
“The more we can be together the better it is for our 
preparation.” 

Tobin is delighted there are no Argentinas, 
Colombias or Scotlands in Australia’s path this time. he 
But be warned: “There is no room for complacency. * ‘y 
The problem is if the players have it in their minds that 
it's an easy run. 

“Reaching France would give an enormous boost to Australia’s national 
league, and the game in general here,” he said. 

“Soccer in Australia needs that sort of lift and impetus. And it doesn’t get 
bigger than the World Cup.” 


adidas 


ALEX TOBIN: FACT FILE 
D.O.B: 3-11-65 
Club: Adelaide City (Joined in 1 
Previous Club: West Torrens Bi 
IntApps: 68 
Int Goals: 2 


Socceroo debut: January, 1988 | 
Socceroo full international debut: 
Scored first Socceroo goal on de! 


Vice-Captain Aurelio Vidmar: 
Another Aussie asset. 
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Robbie Slater had one of his most successful seasons in 
England during the 1996/97 campaign with 
Southampton. Although the south coast club flirted with 
relegation for much of the year, Robbie was outstanding 
for the side and was eventually named as the ‘Player of 
the Year’ at the Dell, an award his idol, Kevin Keegan, 
also won some years ago. 


Slater is now looking at a new fight, the fight to qualify 
for the World Cup Finals in France next year with 
Australia but he never thought in his wildest dreams 
that this moment could be just around the corner: 


“When you start off as a kid you have dreams like 
everyone else.” He says: “I kicked a ball around the 
back yard pretending | was Kevin Keegan and I’m sure 
a lot of other kids did too. If it were not for my mother, 
| would never have gone so far in soccer.” 


When asked about good fortune along the way, he adds: 


“The things that have happened to me show | have 
been very fortunate in many, many ways. I’m lucky 
enough to have realised many of my childhood 
ambitions. With Blackburn | won the Premiership, I’ve 
played at Wembley in the Charity Shield, and for 
Australia I’ve played against the likes of Diego 
Maradona and in countries such as Argentina. All of 
these are great memories but, to play in the 
Premiership, now that I’m older, is still a great thrill.” 


Many people suggested the move from West Ham to 
The Saints may have been a retrograde step for the 
much-travelled Socceroo star and that his form may 
suffer because of it: 


“To be honest, Graeme Souness said he had problems 
at Southampton when | signed. | was his first signing for 
the club and he wanted an outside, wide player and | 
was his first choice. We defeated Manchester United 6- 
3 and for a while things looked good, but then our 
fortunes took a dive and it began to look dicey. Perhaps 
the problem was, when you sign a lot of players it takes 
time for them to gel as a team. We had an Aussie, a 
Dutchman, a Norwegian and an Israeli, we were 
bottom of the league with only two months of the 


Al 


season remaining and completely written off by all the 
soccer pundits.” 


In this situation, what can a team do to reverse the 
trend? 


“We read the papers and saw they had given us no 
chance of survival and | suppose we all thought it was 
time to prove them wrong, to do something about it. 
We did just that and strung together a run of six matches 
without defeat, including many wins against those 
clubs at the bottom of the league with us. Personally, | 
started creating goals for others and even managed to 
score a couple as well, but the important thing was the 
club staying in the Premier League.” 


Life in the fast-paced, all-action Premier League can 
take its toll on players but as Robbie comments: 


“| cannot say often enough how much I'm enjoying my 
time there. The people are great and the fans have taken 
to me. The club is very professional and this year | was 
honoured to be voted the ‘Player of the Year’. Looking 
at the trophy | see the names of Kevin Keegan, my 
boyhood hero, Mick Channon and Alan Shearer. To be 
held in the same regard as them is really an honour.” 


On to the Socceroos and the appointment of National 
Team Coach, Terry Venables: “| have been very 
impressed, especially when you consider he has 
managed many big clubs in England and Europe; 
Barcelona, Tottenham and England. To be honest, | was 
very surprised when we got him. There were many 
doubters in Australia when he was first appointed, 
however, there can be no argument that it was the best 
thing we could have done. He has lifted the profile of 
Australian soccer and is sharing his experience with the 
players. Ten wins out of ten so far, I’d like to see what 
other coach could match that record.” 


Some of those victories have been against tough 
opposition, the result against Hungary standing out: 


“They were second in their European World Cup 
qualifying group at the time and it was their national 
hero’s birthday, they did not want to spoil his party. 
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honours 


+ Grand Final Winner 1982 
*NSL Champion 1983 
* Grand Finalist 1988 


+ SBS's Most Entertaining 
Player of the Year 


* National Cup Winner 1989 


* Oceania Footballer of 
the Year 1991 


* Oceania Footballer of 
the Year 1993 


+ Lens Player of the 
Year (twice) 


+ Premier League Champion 
* Charity Shield Runners-up 


* Player of the Year 
1996/1997 
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THE FA PREMIER LEAGUE 


ULTIMAX 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Caught. 


Ball watching! 


The official ball supplier to: 


A & Za 


Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 2018. 


Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Facsimile: (02) 9669 5933. 


Ken DUGDALE 

Assistant Coach 

This former professional 

footballer with Wigan 

Athletic, in the UK, arrived 

in New Zealand in 1972 

and played for Gisborne 

City until 1974. A further 

four years followed with 

club side ‘Stop Out’. 

Became the fulHtime coach 

of Western Suburbs and later, Wellington United in 
the National League, and was appointed Assistant 
Coach to the All Whites in 1994. 


Jason BATTY 
D.O.B: 23-3-71 
Position: Goalkeeper 
Club: Albuquerque 
Geckos 

Int. Apps: 27 

A classy goalkeeper who 
isn't afraid of getting in 
where it hurts. 
Possesses excellent 
reflexes. 


Noah HICKEY 
D.O.B: 9-6-78 
Position: Midfield 
Club: Central United 
Int. Apps: 3 

More noted as a utility 
player as he can play 
anywhere from sweeper 
to striker. One of the 
youngest members of 
the All White squad. 


Steve CAIN 
Assistant Coach 

A Physical Education and 
History Teacher, Cain is a 
former National League 
player who went on to 
coach Waitakere City, the 
National League 
Champions in 1997. 


Neil HARLOCK 
D.0.B: 29-5-75 
Position: Defender 
Club: Wollongong 
Wolves (Australia) 

Int. Apps: 13 

The first of the New 
Zealand side that will be 
no stranger to Australian 
fans as Neil plys his 


trade with Wollongong City Wolves. 


Ivan VICELICH 
D.0.B: 3-9-76 
Position: Defender 
Club: Central United 
Int. Apps: 7 

Plays with All White 
team-mate Danny Hay in 
a defensive role at club 
level, but can be used 
as a sweeper and is 
good in the air. 


Joe McGRATH 
- Coach 
Spent 10 years as the 
Technical Director and 15 
years as the National Youth 
Team Coach in Ireland, 
which included nine 
European and five World 
finals. He arrived in New 
Zealand in March, 1996. 
Was appointed Technical 
Director for Soccer New Zealand and then National 
coach in March 1997, along with NZ Olympic (U-23) 
and Youth Team (U-20) coach. 


John ADSHEAD 
Tour Manager 

Adshead is the former 
National coach who 
helped New Zealand 
qualify for the 1982 World 
Cup Finals in Spain, and 
was at the helm for the 
World Cup campaign of 
1988. His title these days 
is that of ‘General 
Manager National Teams’ but his experience 
speaks for itself. 


Rodger GRAY 
D.0.B: 6-466 
Position: Defender 
Club: Waitakere City 
Int. Apps: 52 

With over 50 caps for 
the national side, Gray 
has become well 
established’ as the 
linchpin of the All White 
defence. 


Gavin WILKINSON 
D.O.B: 5-11-73 
Position: Midfield 

Club: Perth Glory (Aus) 
Int. Apps: 9 

Made his mark in the 
Ericsson Cup when 
transferring from club 
side Waitakere City to 
Perth Glory last season. 
Slots in well at centre-back. 


il 
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Wynton RUFER 
D.O.B: 29-12-62 
Position: Midfield 

Club: Kaiserlautern (Ger) 
Int. Apps: 38 

Although not the most 
capped of the All 
Whites, certainly the 
best known. His first 
World Cup campaign 
took him to the 1982 World Cup Finals in 
Spain. 


Michael McGARRY 
D.0.B: 17-5-65 
Position: Midfield 

Club: Miramar Rangers 
Int. Apps: 85 

The senior man in the 
side and a very familiar 
face to the Australian 
players. His role is that 
of the ‘midfield general’. 


Nik VILJOEN 

D.O.B: 3-12-76 
Position: Forward 

Club: Waitakere City 

Int. Apps: 8 

Scored on debut against 
Oman during the All 
Whites tour of the 
Middle East last year. 
Returned to New 
Zealand after a brief spell playing in England 
with Rotherham United. 


Chris JACKSON 
D.O.B: 18-7-70 
Position: Midfield 

Club: Tampines Rovers 
FC (Sin) 

Int. Apps: 30 

A rugged midfielder who 
has captured the eye in 
New Zealand's current 
Oceania campaign. 
Played in Singapore last season. Received a 
red card in the 1st Leg. 


Simon ELLIOTT 
D.O.B: 10-6-74 
Position: Midfield 

Club: Miramar Rangers 
Int. Apps: 29 

One of the ‘young guns’ 
of New Zealand soccer. 
Plays out wide and links 
well with Wynton Rufer 
on the pitch. 


Mark ATKINSON 

D.O.B: 16-2-70 

Position: Midfield 

Club: Central United 

Int. Apps: 5 

Attacking midfielder who 

is just at home ina 

defensive role. One of 

five players in the squad 

from the Auckland side, 

Central United, which made such an impact in 
the National League this term with their 
‘continental style’ of play. 


Gareth ROWE 
D.O.B: 17-1-77 
Position: Defender 
Club: Napier City Rovers 
Int. Apps: 2 

Coach Joe McGrath likes 
to use the younger 
players in the squad and 
Gareth fits the bill. Had 
an excellent season in 
his defensive duties with Napier City. 


Tim STEVENS 
D.O.B: 14-11-72 
Position: 
Midfield/Forward 

Club: North Shore 
United 

Int. Apps: 7 

Joint top-scorer in the 
National League last 
term and a striker that’s 
not afraid to answer the call for ‘work-rate’ in 
his game. 


Riki VAN STEEDEN 
D.O.B: 24-12-76 
Position: Midfield 

Club: Perth Glory (Aus) 
Int. Apps: 9 

Made his debut in the 
match against Fiji in 
their qualifying group. 
Will become a 
permanent fixture in the 
side in the years ahead. 


Vaughan COVENY 
D.O.B: 13-12-71 
Position: Forward 

Club: South Melbourne 
(Aus) 

Int. Apps: 40 

Vaughan is a fast-paced 
forward, as supporters 
of South Melbourne can 
confirm. Added four 
international goals to his tally in the recent 
qualifying matches. 


Mark ELRICK 
D.O.B: 7-467 
Position: 
Midfield/Forward 

Club: Central United 
Int. Apps: 22 

Enjoys shooting from 
long range and is a 
dynamic, impact player, 
with a huge work-rate. 


Ken HARLOCK 
D.0.B: 16-7-70 

Position: Midfield 

Club: Waitakere City 

Int. Apps: 1 

Plays for Waitakere City 
which has dominated 
the local scene in New 
Zealand in recent years, 
a capable midfielder who 
won his first cap against PNG in Port 
Moresby. 


Danny HAY 

D.0.B: 15-5-75 
Position: Defender 
Club: Central United 
Int. Apps: 9 

Captain of club side 
Central United. Strong, 
big and quick in defence 
and is well suited to the 
sweepers role. 


Darren 

McCLENNANN 

D.O.B: 21-10-65 

Position: Forward 

Club: Waitakere City 

Int. Apps: 53 

Danny is the sole 

survivor of the All White 

team which last beat 

Australia, 2-0 in 

Auckland, 1989, Loves to get involved in 
matches and noted for his strength in the air. 


Mark PASTON 
D.0.B: 13-12-76 
Position: Goalkeeper 
Club: Napier City Rovers 
Int. Apps: Nil 

Has become the No.2 
goalkeeper and was a 
member of last season's 
league finalists Napier 
City Rovers. Still to 
make his debut for the national team. 
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Covering sport 
for all Australians 


The Australian Sports Commission is about people. 
Its aim is to enrich the lives of all Australians through sport. 


The Comm pn supports and encourages 


the very young to the very old, 
al athletes to gold medal winners. 


everyone 


recreatic 


The obj 


Commission are to increase participation in 


es of the Australian Sports 


sport and sport activities by all Australians and 
to achieve excellence in sports performance. 


By providing resources, services and fac 
the Commission maximises the opportunities 


for sports participation Australia wide, A( the 
thletes to 


les our young, elite 


rellenc 


n their sport while 


education, vocation and other 
aspects of their personal development. 

More than 6.5 million Australians are registered 
members of sporting organisations: many more 


ripate informally. The Commission wants 
each and every one of them to ‘Have a Go’. 


Guu Australian Spots 
Ges) 86Comnisson Spor t for all 


OCEANIA 
WORLD CUP 
QUALIFIER 


NEW ZEALAND 0 - SOCCEROOS 3 


Venue: North Harbour Stadium, Auckland, New Zealand 
Date: Saturday, June 28, 1997 


New Zealand line-up: Jason Batty, Danny Hay, Ivan Vicelich, Gavin Wilkinson, 
Mark Atkinson, Simon Elliott, Michael McGarry (Noah Hickey 61), Chris Jackson, 
Riki Van Steeden (Tim Stevens 85), Wynton Rufer, Vaughan Coveny. 

Yellow card: Jackson 65 

Red card: Jackson 67 

New Zealand captain: Michael McGarry 
New Zealand coach: Joe McGrath 


Australian line-up: Mark Bosnich, Craig Moore (Tony Vidmar 88), Milan Ivanovic, 
Alex Tobin, Robbie Slater, Stan Lazaridis, Craig Foster, Ned Zelic, Aurelio Vidmar, 
John Aloisi, Graham Arnold. 

Yellow cards: Arnold 55, Bosnich 70, A. Vidmar 76 

Goals: Aloisi (19), A. Vidmar (42), Foster (66) 

Australian captain: Alex Tobin 

Australian coach: Terry Venables 


Man of the Match: Craig Foster (Australia) 


Stat Attack: 


This was Australia’s 74th World Cup fixture 

* The Socceroos have now played 303 international matches 

e The 1st Leg victory against the All Whites was Australia’s 32nd 
against their arch-rivals 

* Craig Foster, Milan Ivanovic and skipper Alex Tobin all play in the 
Ericsson Cup 

e Aurelio Vidmar has now scored 10 Socceroo goals 

* Terry Venables’ reign as Australian coach has yielded 10 straight 
victories. 37 Socceroo goals have been scored and only four goals 
conceded 

* The most-capped current Australian player is Alex Tobin with 69 
appearances in the Socceroo jersey 

« New Zealand scored two goals in their only World Cup appearance in 
1982. They lost to Scotland 2-5 

e Australia did not score during their 1974 World Cup campaign 

* If the Socceroos win tonight, it will be their third victory against the 
All Whites in 1997. 


By Peter Law, soccer writer for Four Four Two magazine 


For over a century the New Zealand Football Association, 
(founded in October, 1891 ), has worked hard to promote 
the code. However, it was not until the 1920s that the 
game began to establish itself. 

Firstly, in 1922, came two parallel events that helped 
move the game to a better footing. There was the 
formation of a national side who played their first 
international match, naturally enough, against Australia in 
Dunedin, winning by 3-1. There was also the addition of 
the Chatham Cup to help bring focus to the local game. 
The Kiwis were defeated in all six meetings in the 1930s 
with Australia, including a 10-0 loss in Wellington during 
July, 1936. 

The previous decade the six matches had seen four 
victories to the New Zealand side. Not until Melbourne in 
1954 were the Aussies to lose to New Zealand again. 
After living in the shadows for so long, New Zealand 
football flexed its wings by embarking on a 15 match world 
tour in 1964. The Kiwis lost 14 of the games but from the 
trip came a desire for making things better for the future. 
One major move was the establishment of a National 
League in 1970, the first truly national club competition in 
New Zealand sports. 

With the Oceania Confederation established in 1966, the 
country made a first World Cup entry in 1969, and were 
outflanked by Israel. 

New Zealand hosted the first Oceania Cup in Auckland, 
defeating Tahiti in the inaugural 1973 final, (Australia were 
absent). It marked a sign of development as the All Whites 
prepared for the first World Cup meetings with Australia 
that same year. Australia may have qualified for West 
Germany the next year, but Barry Truman's boys held Rale 
Rasic’s side to a pair of draws in the qualifiers. 

The 1977 qualifiers saw the Kiwis lose away and draw at 
home to Australia. 

While the Socceroos succeeded the All Whites as Oceania 
Cup winners in 1980, the competition had seen New 
Zealand disappoint, losing to Tahiti and Fiji with abject 
displays. Come 1981 and there was little sign of what lay 
ahead. Another World Cup campaign began against 
Australia in Auckland, the All White spirit shining bright as 


they equalised three times in a six goal draw, before going 
three ties unbeaten. Ahead lay the Sydney return clash 
with Australia. An historic 2-O away triumph placed the 
Kiwis firmly in the driving seat, en route to the Asian 
stages, finishing up qualifying behind Kuwait for the 1992 
World Cup in Spain. 

While defeats against Scotland, Russia and Brazil saw the 
Kiwis go home winless and pointless, the side managed to 
score Oceania’s two World Cup goals, coming in a 2-5 loss 
to Scotland! 

Since tasting the big time, New Zealand have remained 
competitive opponents to Australia, drawing both World 
Cup ties in 1985, and helping Israel clinch a play-off place 
in 1989 after a 2-0 win in Auckland. 

Most recently in 1993, Australia managed to record a 
qualifying double over the All Whites of lan Marshall, after 
winning for the first time away, by a single goal, in 
Auckland. 

At times the Kiwis have shown a progressive approach, 
entering the Oceania Cup before Australia, forming a 
National League earlier, and joining FIFA first. Many of 
today’s players are moving abroad, often to Australia. 
Today New Zealand sit at number 122 in the world, while 
Australia are at 33. 

With just one big star (Wynton Rufer), the All Whites are 
not unfamiliar with the role of outsiders, but never 
underestimate the surprise factor found in sports. 
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STATISTICS (Before the current Oceania World Cup play-offs) 
New Zealand versus Australia in the World Cup 
Auckland, Mar 4, 1973: New Zealand 1 (B Turner) Australia 1 (Campbell) 
Sydney, Mar 16, 1973: Australia 3 (Utjesenovic, Baartz, Buljuvic) 
New Zealand 3 (D Tindall 2, A Vest) 
Sydney, Mar 27, 1977: Australia 3 (Ollerton 2, Kosmina) New Zealand 1 (Nelson) 
Auckland, Mar 30, 1977: New Zealand 1 (K Nelson) Australia 1 (Ollerton) 
Auckland, Mar 25, 1981: New Zealand 3 (G Turner, Woodin, Summer) Australia 3 
(Krncevic 2, Boden) 
Sydney, May 18, 1981: Australia O New Zealand 2 (Woodin, G Turner) 
Auckland, Sep 21, 1985: New Zealand 0 Australia 0 
Sydney, Mar 11, 1985: Australia 2 (Kosmina, Mitchell) New Zealand O 
Sydney, Mar 12, 1989: Australia 4 (Crino, Yankos, Arnold 2) New Zealand 1 (Dunford) 
Auckland, Apr 2, 1989: New Zealand 2 (M Dunford, B Wright) Australia 0 
Auckland, May 30, 1993: New Zealand 0 Australia 1 (Arnold) 
Sydney, Jun 6, 1993: Australia 3 (A Vidmar, Zelic, Veart) New Zealand O 


Up to, but not including, current series. 

Total for Australia: P12, W 5,D 5,L2,F 21,A14 

* Both Sides have won one away game each 

* Of the five draws, only one ended goal-less 

* Record Australian win, 4-1, in Sydney. 

* Record NZ victory, 2-0, achieved twice. 

* Most goals in a game, six. Two 3-3 draws 

* Both sides have made the World Cup Finals once: Australia in 1974 under 
Rale Rasic, New Zealand in 1982 under John Adshead 

* NZFA: Founded 1891; Joined FIFA 1948; World Cup 1982; Oceania Cup 1973. 

* Soccer Australia: Founded 1961; Joined FIFA 1963; World Cup 1974; Oceania Cup 1980, 

* Australia hosted U-20 World Youth Championships in 1981 and 1993. 
New Zealand will host U-17 event in 1999. 

* This is New Zealand's 47th and 48th World Cup qualifying tie since 1969. 


Last meeting before this series: Melbourne, January 16, 1997. 

NEW ZEALAND: Batty, Zoricich, Hay, Gray, Harlock, McGarry (Jacobs), Jackson, 
Burton, Elliott (New), Coveny (Elrick) McClennan. 

Coach: Keith Pritchett 

AUSTRALIA: Kalac, Babic, Tobin (Longo), Ivanovic, Genc (Casserly), Bingley, 
Hooker (Tapai), Foster, Zdrilic, Trimboli (Enes) Trajanovski (Spink). 

Scorer: Matt Bingley 24; Attendance: 10,496 

Coach: Terry Venables 


Behind 
every 
winning team 
there Is 
great 


communication. 


‘yes’ 


Ge 
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A Look Back 


Australia played their first full intemational on 
June 17, 1922, a 3:1 loss to New Zealand. A 2- 
1 reversal over the same opposition in Brisbane 
one year and six days later gave Australia their 
first intemational win. 


1966 CAMPAIGN 

It was not until 1965 that Australia played in their first World Cup 
qualification campaign. They had only to win two games to qualify for the 
finals in England. Both games were held in Phnom Penh, against North 
Korea, In June, Tiko Jelasevich had been appointed coach, and his captain 
for the campaign was Les Scheinflug. 

The first game was played on November 21, 1965 and the Australian team 
was: Roberts, Shepherd, Ackerley, Hughes, Rice, Scheinflug, Sleight, 
Anderson, Blue, Watkiss and Todd. In front of 60,000 people, Australia were 
well beaten by six goals to one. The Australian goal was courtesy of a 
Scheinflug penalty in the 70-minute. No aggregate goal tally was used then 
So if Australia had won the second match, a third deciding game would have 
been played. It did not go to script as Australia lost the return game 1-3. 
Australia would not be heading to England in 1966. 

National Coach: Tiko Jelasevich 


1970 CAMPAIGN 

The route to the finals was made far harder before the 1970 campaign got 
under way. In 1969, Australia had to play Japan and South Korea twice in a 
group format, all matches were played in Seoul. Australia defeated Japan 3- 
1 in their opening game (goalscorers: McColl, Warren and Baartz). Then, 
four days later, they beat South Korea 2-1 (Watkiss, McColl). The next game 
put a spanner in the works as Japan and Australia drew 4-1 (McColl). 
Australia had to win their final game against Korea to progress. The Korean 
side took the lead before Baartz equalised for Australia. Next stop was 
Rhodesia. 

Both games finished in draws, 1-1 (McColl) and 0-0. So on November 29, 
1969 a decider was played in the Salazar Stadium. Goals from Rutherford 
and Warren as well as an own goal, put Australia through 3-1. 

Australia had to play Israel. In the 18-minute a free-kick deflected off David 
Zeman and past ‘keeper Ron Corry to put Israel in the lead. The scoreline 
remained the same as Israel took a slender one goal lead into the 

2nd Leg. 

On December 14, 1969, at the Sydney Sports Ground, Australia drew ‘1-all 
(Watkiss) with Israel, losing the tie 1-2 on aggregate. 

Again it was a case of so near, yet so far. 

National Coach - Joe Viasits 


1974 CAMPAIGN 

The 1974 qualification route was a long one and started with a series 

against New Zealand, Indonesia, and Iraq. 

Auckland, Mar 4, 1973: NZ 1 (Turner) Australia 1 (Campbell) 

Sydney, Mar 11, 1973; Australia 3 (Richards, Alston 2) Iraq 4 

Sydney, Mar 13, 1973: Australia 2 (Campbell, Alston) Indonesia 1 

Sydney, Mar 16, 1973: Australia 3 (Utjesenovic, Baartz, Buljevic) NZ 3 
(Vest, Tindall 2) 

Melbourne, Mar 18, 1973: Australia 0 Iraq 0 


Sydney, Mar 24, 1973: Australia 6 (Mackay 2, Abonyi 2, Richards, Baartz) 
Indonesia 0 

Australia qualified to play the winner of Sub Group B, Iran. 

Sydney, Aug 18, 1973: Australia 3 (Alston, Abonyi, Wilson) Iran 0 

Tehran Aug 24, 1973: iran 2 Australia 0 

Now it was South Korea for the Asia/Oceania World Cup finals spot in 

Germany. 

Sydney, Oct 28, 1973: Australia 0 South Korea 0 

Seoul, Nov 10, 1973: South Korea 2 Australia 2 (Buljevic, Baartz) 

And so another game was needed at a neutral venue; 

Hong Kong, Nov 13, 1973: Australia 1 (Mackay) South Korea 0 

Australia had finally qualified for the World Cup finals. 

Our record: 

Hamburg June 14, 1974; East Germany 2 Australia 0 

Hamburg June 18, 1974: West Germany 3 Australia 0 

Berlin, June 22, 1974: Chile 0 Australia 0 


Pid w oO L F A Pts 
East Germany 3 2 1 0 4 1 5 
West Germany is 2 0 4 4 ue 4 
Chile 3 0 2 1 4: 1 2 
Australia 3 0 1 2 0 5 x 


The 1974 World Cup Team 


1978 CAMPAIGN 

In 1977, Australia faced New Zealand and Taiwan in the Oceania Group. 
The winner going on to a tournament with the four Asian group winners. 
Ba (Fiji), Mar 13, 1977: Australia 3 (Rooney 2, Abonyi) Taiwan 0 

Ba (Fiji), Mar 16, 1977: Taiwan 4 Australia 2 (Kosmina, Abonyi) 

Sydney, Mar 27, 1977: Australia 3 (Ollerton 2, Kosmina 1) NZ 4 (Nelson). 
Auckland, Mar 30, 1977: New Zealand 1 Australia 1 (Ollerton) 

Australia went through to play Singapore, South Korea, Iran and Kuwait. 
Adelaide, July 10, 1977: Australia 3 (Kosmina 2 Barnes) Hong Kong 0 
Melboume, Aug, 14, 1977: Australia 0 Iran 1 

Sydney, Aug 28, 1977: Australia 2 (Kosmina 2) South Korea 1 

Sydney, Oct 16, 1977: Australia 1 (Rooney) Kuwait 2 

Seoul, Oct 23, 1977: South Korea 0 Australia 0 

Hong Kong, Oct 13, 1977: Hong Kong 2 Australia 5 (Ollerton 3, Abonyi, Bennett) 
Kuwait, Nov 19, 1977: Kuwait 1 Australia 0 

Tehran, Nov 25, 1977: Iran 1 Australia 0 

National Coach - Jimmy Shoulder 
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1982 CAMPAIGN 

Rudi Gutendorf’s side were well prepared for their opening clashes with 
New Zealand but as history records, it was not good enough: 

Auckland, Apr 25, 1981: New Zealand 3 Australia 3 (Amcevic 2, Boden) 
Sydney, May 16, 1981: Australia 0 New Zealand 2 

Melbourne, May 20, 1981: Australia 2 (Kosmina, Davidson) Indonesia 0 
Adelaide, Jun 10, 1981: Australia 3 (Henderson, Kosmina, Byme) Taiwan 2 
Suva, July 26, 1981: Fiji 1 Australia 4 (Cole 2, Shame, Barnes) 
Melbourne, Aug 14, 1981: Australia 10 ( Cole 7, Mitchell 3) Fiji 0 
However, the All Whites went on to defeat Fiji 13-0 to qualify even with 
Australia having games to play. Youth was introduced into the squad for the 
final two matches. 

Surabaya, Aug 30, 1981: Indonesia 1 Australia 0 

Taiwan, Sep 6, 1981: Taiwan 0 Australia 0 

* It had been 27 years since New Zealand had beaten Australia on their 
home soil. Gutendorf resigned and Scheinflug took over as caretaker 
manager for the remainder of the year. 

National Coach - Rudi Gutendorf/Les Scheinflug 


1986 CAMPAIGN 

It was to be a long campaign, with the final hurdle being a home and away 

series against the runners-up of European Group Seven. 

Auckland, Sep 21, 1985: New Zealand 0 Australia 0 

Tel Aviv, Oct 10, 1985: Israel 1 Australia 2 (Mitchell, Kosmina) 

Melbourne, Oct 20, 1985: Australia 1 Israel 1 (Ratcliffe) 

Adelaide, Oct 23, 1985: Australia 7 (Mitchell 3, Dunn 2, O'Connor, Arnold) 
Taipei 0 

Sydney, Oct 27, 1985: Australia 8 (Odzakov 3, Kosmina 3, Crino, Gray). 

Taipei 0 Sydney, Nov 3, 1985: Australia 2 (Kosmina, Mitchell) New Zealand 0 

Australia qualified and now took on Scotland. 

Glasgow, Nov 20, 1985: Scotland 2 Australia 0 

Melboume, Dec 4, 1985: Australia 0 Scotland 0 

Although bowing out, Australian soccer could hold its head high. 

National Coach - Frank Arok 


1990 CAMPAIGN 

Sydney, Mar 12, 1989: Australia 4 (Crino, Amold 2, Yankos) New Zealand 1 
Tel Aviv, Mar 19, 1989: Israel 1 Australia 1 (Yankos 70) 

Auckland, Apr 2, 1989: New Zealand 2 Australia 0 

Sydney, Apr 16, 1989: Australia 1 (Trimboli) Israel 1 

National Coach - Frank Arok 


1994 CAMPAIGN 

The campaign started against the Solomon Islands. 

Honiara, Sep 4, 1993: Solomon Islands 4 Australia 2 (Veart, McCulloch) 

Papeete, Sep 11, 1993: Tahiti 0 Australia 3 (Mori, Veart, Wade) 

Brisbane, Sep 20, 1993: Australia 2 (Veart, Durakovic) Tahiti 0 

Newcastle, Sep 26, 1993: Solomon Islands 1 Australia 6 (Gene, Gray, 
Wade, Veart, Brown, Durakovic) 

Auckland, May 30, 1994: New Zealand 0 Australia 1 (Arnold) 

Melbourne, Jun 6, 1994: Australia 3 (Veart, A. Vidmar, Zelic) New Zealand 0 

Australia now had to take on Canada. 

Edmonton, Jul 31, 1994: Canada 2 Australia 1 (Dasovic og) 

Sydney, Aug 15, 1994: Australia 2 (Farina, Durakovic) Canada 1. Australia 

won 4-1 on penalties, (Wade, A. Vidmar, Tobin, Farina). 

The final deciding games were against Argentina. 

Sydney. Oct 31, 1994: Australia 1 (A. Vidmar) Argentina 4 

Buenos Aires, Nov 17, 1994: Argentina 1 Australia 0 

(Australia lost 2-1 on aggregate) 

National Coach - Eddie Thomson 


1998 CAMPAIGN 

And so we enter a new era in Australian soccer under the guidance of one of 

the game's most celebrated coaches, Terry Venables. The group matches 

leading up to this two-legged qualifier against New Zealand went as follows, 

(all matches played at Parramatta Stadium, Sydney). 

June 11, 1997: Australia 13 (Mori 5, Aloisi 5, Bosnich pen, Foster, Tapai) 
Solomon Islands 0 

June 13, 1997: Australia 5 (Trimboli 2, A Vidmar, Arnold, Bingley) Tahiti 0 

June 17, 1997: Solomon Islands 2 Australia 6 (Tapai 2, Slater, Amold, 
Buga og, A. Vidmar pen) 

June 19, 1997: Tahiti 0 Australia 2 (Zelic, Trimboli) 

National Coach - Terry Venables 


If the Socceroos qualify tonight, they go on to meet the fourth- 
placed Asian side for the right to represent Australia in the 1998 
World Cup finals in France. 


We're behind Australian soccer, all the way. 
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CLEARANCE OF EUNOS 800 2.5L DEMONSTRATORS 


Eurocars Mazda's 


Luxury features include: leather 
trim, power seats, alloy wheels, 
ABS, cruise control and much 
more. Reg AEU 32U. 13554 


$58,888 Driveaway 
West End Mazda's 


Luxury features include: leather 
trim, power seats, alloy wheels, 
ABS, cruise control and much 
more. Reg AEX 58D. DL 14862 


$5 8888 Driveaway 


AMR Mazda's 


Luxury features include: leather 
trim, power seats, alloy wheels, 
ABS, cruise control and much 
more. Reg AEU 21P. DL 0397 


$5 8888 Driveaway 


John Newell Mazda's 
- got one 


Luxury features include: leather 
trim, power seats, alloy wheels, 
ABS, cruise control and much 
more. Reg AEU 54U. DL 395 


$5 8888 Driveaway 


Trivett Classic Mazda's 


got one 


Luxury features include: leather 
trim, power seats, alloy wheels, 
ABS, cruise control and much 
more. Reg AEW 24T. DL 14128 


$58,888 Driveaway 


Hornsby Mazda's 
got one 


Luxury features include: leather 
trim, power seats, alloy wheels, 
ABS, cruise control and much 
more. Reg AEV 28S. DL 11283 


$58,888 Driveaway 


THESE ARE MAXIMUM PRICES. NEGOTIATE YOUR INDIVIDUAL DEAL WITH YOUR LOCAL DEALER. 


SOUTHERN SUBURBS Trivett Classic Mazda Arncliffe 9599 3399 
LOWER NORTH Eurocars Northside Mazda Artarmon 9438 5124 
WESTERN SUBURBS West End Mazda Parramatta North 9630 7900 


INNER WEST AMR Mazda Petersham 9569 2844 
CITY John Newell Mazda Surry Hills / Waterloo 9380 5500 
UPPER NORTH Hornsby Mazda Waitara 9372 3000 


BENCHMARK MZ9808 


